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Am I 
getting washed in the water for me ’cause I gotta respect 
what Jesus did? Or am I doing it in answer to my 
sweet granny’s dying wish? Mama pushed me into this 
in front of the whole church so maybe it’s to save face 
for her? Could water really wash away sin? How much 
do I have to believe? 
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Not the first time someone assumed that it was OK 
to mistreat me because I’m fat. Not the first time Mama 
promised me away and pushed me toward some man. 
Not the first time for that. First time for a preacher 
man.  
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If only I could stay cradled here forever.  
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If mother told me to lay with Preacher, and 
Preacher said I would serve as a handmaiden, was it 
really a sin of fornication? If he forced himself on me, 
what was that? My sin or his? What about honoring 
my mother and doing what she told me? How much can 
a river wash away?  
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